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00 Introduction 

Giving God The Honor Due Unto Him
- Malachi One -
It is observed from Malachi one that this is a message from the Lord. Malachi is identified as a prophet of God. This is the last book in our Old Testament. A period of four hundred years passed between Malachi and Matthew, the first New Testament book. This little book contains a warning from God encouraging the Jews to turn back to Him. It is of note to observe that the Old Testament ends with a call for repentance and the New Testament begins with the cry of John the Baptist calling men to repentance. We read, "In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." (Matthew 3:1-2) The Jews of Malachi"s day needed to repent because a son honors his father and a servant honors his master but the Jews did not honor God. (Malachi 1:6) The plea of Malachi was that the people would return to God.

Malachi"s message was especially directed to the priests. They were offering polluted and defiled animals in sacrifice. God had commanded, "And if there be any blemish therein, as if it be lame, or blind, or have any ill blemish, thou shalt not sacrifice it unto the LORD thy God." (Deuteronomy 15:21) However, even though the people had turned from God He still loved them and wanted them to return to Him. Let us learn that God is never pleased when we do not obey His commands. The principle is always true; God blesses obedience, but chastises disobedience.

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-5
God continued to love His people -- Malachi 1:1-5 : The Jews had become disobedient in their sacrifices and in their living. Malachi pictured the fact that God continued to love them even in their rebellion. All that we know about Malachi is that he is God"s prophet. His message is a very strong message of repentance. Malachi is the practical prophet writing about daily things like sacrificial worship, the work of the priests, marriage and divorce, tithing, and the coming of the Redeemer. Many of the things in Malachi correspond to the events described by Nehemiah. Malachi likely added to the work started by Nehemiah. Malachi used questions and answers as a great way of teaching God"s message. This was a heavy message because it was described as "The burden of the word of the LORD to Israel by Malachi." (Malachi 1:1) Malachi reminded the people that God continued to love the Jews in spite of their rebellion. God"s love for the Jewish nation was pictured by the prophet. He chose this people to be the nation through whom the Messiah would be born. The proof of God"s love for the Jews was seen in that they were His chosen nation. God rejected Esau and the nations that descended from him and chose Jacob and his descendants. Descendants of Esau could be saved but they were not the chosen nation through which the Messiah came. God gave the Jews His Law, the Temple, priests, prophets, His care and finally the Messiah. The Jews were under God"s care but the Edomites experienced His wrath.

Verses 6-8
Polluted sacrifices were rejected -- Malachi 1:6-8 : Worship should be a time of genuine praise and thanksgiving to God. Israel sacrificed to God, not because of His need but because of their need. Psalms 50:12 says, "If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is mine, and the fulness thereof." Sadly, the Jews did not take their worship seriously. They brought less than their best to God. They brought polluted bread and animals that were blind, lame or sick as their sacrifices. When they brought God these inferior gifts they were saying that they placed very little value on Him. The attitude of the Jews in worship showed both selfishness and indifference. Their so called worship was disrespectful to God. God said, "And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? offer it now unto thy governor; will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy person? saith the LORD of hosts." (Malachi 1:8) The priests were directly responsible for the people being able to despise the name of God in such a disgraceful way. The priest did this and yet said, "Wherein have we despised thy name?" (Malachi 1:6) The animal sacrifices had to do with atonement for sin and a less than perfect animal would not do. Even their governor would not accept their worthless sacrifices. The attitudes and actions of the people were contemptible to God.

Verses 9-11
Seek the Lord and obey Him -- Malachi 1:9-11 : It was vain for the Jews to seek or claim God"s mercy when they were offering such inferior service to Him. This worthless worship was brought about by their own greed. The Jews were so greedy and so selfish that they would not even close a door without expecting to be rewarded for it. Gentiles would do better in keeping the New Covenant than the Jews did under Judaism. When the gospel was preached the sacrifice of Jesus reached all nations, including Gentiles. It is in vain to seek God"s mercy while continuing in rebellion against His will. Malachi knew that the hope for the Jews was to repent and to ask God for forgiveness. (Malachi 1:9) The people were guilty and urgently needed to pray for forgiveness. It would be better to shut the door of the Temple and not allow any sacrifice than to offer worthless sacrifices to God. It would be better not to light a fire than to burn inferior sacrifices to the Almighty. True worship must be according to God commandments and it must come from our heart.

Verses 12-14
A change of attitude is necessary -- Malachi 1:12-14 : The Jews were profaning the service of God. They were treating God's worship as a common, everyday activity. God never asked more of a person than they were able to do. These Jews had fit animals for sacrifice and yet they refused to give God their best. Their attitude toward God was so bad that it was about to lead to their destruction. The priest said, "There is nothing special about the Lord"s altar, and these sacrifices are worthless." The Jews were disgusted with God"s requirements saying they were weariness and they snuffed at God or made vulgar signs at Him. They so disregard God that they brought stolen animals to offer to Him. God said, "Instead of offering the acceptable animals you have promised, you bring me those that are unhealthy. I will punish you for this, because I am the great King, the LORD All-Powerful, and I am worshipped by nations everywhere." God will not accept false worship. Observe, "But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth." (John 4:23-24)

02 Chapter 2 
Introduction
Unacceptable Teaching and Living
- Malachi Two -
Many seem to think that God"s commandments are for someone else. God wanted the priests to specifically understand that His commandments were for them. These men were to both obey and teach the commandments of the Lord. God promised that a curse would be sent upon the disobedient. A failure to take heed to the word of God always ends in disaster. Worthless sacrifices and sinful hearts never lead to life and peace. Levi (not the man Levi but the faithful Levite priests) was a wonderful example to the Jews and to all men. In Malachi 2:6 we read, "The law of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity was not found in his lips: he walked with me in peace and equity, and did turn many away from iniquity." When preachers turn from God"s truth, either in their teaching or in their lives they, "cause many to stumble at the law" of God.

Serious charges were raised by Malachi against both the priest and the people. They had shown partiality in dealing with the law. "Therefore have I also made you contemptible and base before all the people, according as ye have not kept my ways, but have been partial in the law." (Malachi 2:9) It was a disgusting and horrible thing for these religious leaders to try to be ministers without God"s presence or power. Scores of people today disregard God"s holy institute, the church. Disregard for God"s way has caused many to say that one church is as good as another. Sadly some are awake and aware to the fact that their teaching is false and their life is corrupt. Yet, they do not come back to God.

Jewish men had broken their covenant with God and with the wives of their youth. The wives of these Jews covered God"s altars with their tears because they had been put away by their husbands. These men were corrupt. They caused the tears and grief of the wives to come up before God instead of true sacrifices. These men divorced their wives to marry the daughters of idol worshippers. God hates divorce, especially this divorce that could potentially destroy the Jewish nation through whom the Messiah was to come. These Jews wearied God with their words without proper actions. These lying people said that God loved them and was pleased with them when there was only talk in their lives and no spiritual action. They claimed to be godly but there was no daily righteousness.

Verses 1-6
This commandment is for you - Malachi 2:1-6 : The priests must accept and respect God"s commandments. These teachings applied to them just as they applied to the people. The priests had not done well in their teachings or in their lives. Their problem was serious, spiritual heart trouble. They did not take God"s teaching to heart. They did not even seem to think that it applied to them. Let us understand that we give glory to God by taking heed to His commandments. The disobedience of the priest would have a direct, destructive effect upon their descendants. Let us never forget that what we believe and do will largely determine whether our descendants go to heaven or hell. Many of the early Levites who served as priests were faithful to God. "God called the tribe of Levi to service, gave them the wonderful blessings of ministry, but laid out their obligations in this arrangement, and then sealed it with the ordination sacrifice in Leviticus 8. That is what is meant by the covenant of Levi -- it is the ministry of the priests." Proper response to God"s commandments is essential if heaven is our goal.

Verses 7-12
They departed from God"s way - Malachi 2:7-12 : The priests of Malachi"s day talked a very religious talk but they did not obey God. The priest should have been faithful to God. They represented Him before the people and they were His messengers. God"s word should have been in their mouths and they should have taught the people to do right. Both by a godly life and faithful teaching the priests were to be leaders for God. Sadly, the priests departed from God"s way and caused many to stumble at His law. Israel was made a strong nation by one God and yet they broke His covenant. The Jews undermined their relationship with the one true God by putting away the wives of their youth and marrying to daughters of idol worshippers. These idol worshippers could easily turn the nation away from God. This was a sin against God and against their fellow Jews. They had broken the covenant of God. Their sin of divorcing the scriptural wives and marrying idol worshippers is called treachery. Their actions defiled the holiness of God. Malachi announced doom upon those who violated the covenant of God. He wrote, "The Lord will cut off the man that doeth this."
Verse 13-14
The pain caused by sin - Malachi 2:13-14 : Malachi wrote, "And this have ye done again, covering the altar of the LORD with tears, with weeping, and with crying out, insomuch that he regardeth not the offering any more, or receiveth it with good will at your hand. Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because the LORD hath been witness between thee and the wife of thy youth, against whom thou hast dealt treacherously: yet is she thy companion, and the wife of thy covenant." (Malachi 2:13-14) The pain caused by their sin overshadowed any attempt that they made to worship God. Sadly, these Jewish men had put away their godly and scriptural wives to marry idol worshipping women. This was a violation of both their marriage covenant and their covenant with God. Such willful defiance brought grief to the heart of the Almighty. These Jewish men had no honor and no saving faith. The "put away" wives came before God with tears of grief and sorrow. The men came before God with sacrifice. God observed the sorrow caused by these men and not the sacrifice that they offered. In our day our actions can easily hinder our prayers. We must so live that our prayers will not be hindered. Peter wrote, "Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered." (l Peter 3:7)

Verses 15-17
Words alone weary the Lord - Malachi 2:15-17 : God required a godly seed. Those who are married must nurture their marriage as a part of their relationship with God. God had all the resources of the Holy Spirit available as He made Adam and Eve as one flesh. Today God likewise creates one flesh when a man and a woman are scripturally married to one another. A godly couple must have strong commitment to one another and a strong commitment to training their children to serve God. In an even more vivid way God chose one nation through whom the godly seed would be sent to save the world. The action of these godless Jews was designed by Satan to destroy that "godly seed" by corrupting the nation. God hates divorce because it creates havoc in the home and in society. God especially hated these divorces because they were a part of Satan scheme to destroy the Savior, the "godly seed." These people said God approved of their lives because He had taken no action against them. Malachi told them that their words wearied God. These people really did not want God"s judgment to come upon them as they seemed to be saying. They were in rebellion against God!

03 Chapter 3 
Introduction
Will A Man Rob God?
- Malachi Three -
God"s prophets had powerful messages for the people of their days. They also gave information concerning the coming of the Messiah and His work. Malachi does exactly that in this chapter. He tells of the forerunner who prepared the way for the coming of Christ and then he wrote of the Christ, Himself. God"s terrible judgment will come against sinners that were not purified by the cleansing blood of Jesus. Strong rebukes were given against the Jews for their unfaithfulness in giving. They had robbed God. If they would repent and do right God would bless them abundantly. Malachi rebuked the people for their hard speech against God. There will one day be a final judgment of separation between the righteous and wicked. Let us prepare now for eternity with Christ.

Verses 1-5
The messenger and the Messiah -- Malachi 3:1-5 : Messiah would come. However, before His coming there would be one to prepare His way. Malachi wrote, "Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts." (Malachi 3:1) In Matthew 11:10 Jesus made it clear that this was a reference to John the Baptist. Isaiah also prophesied of John as "The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God." (Isaiah 40:3) John"s work was to prepare the people to receive the Messiah. John preached that the people should repent and prepare for the coming of the Savior. He announced that the Messiah would appear in a surprising manner and He would come to His Temple. He would give a New Covenant for the people through His death on the cross. No one will be able to stand God"s final judgment. When Jesus came He came as Redeemer. His second coming will be with fire and judgment. When Jesus read Isaiah"s prophecy in the Temple He stopped reading before the announcement of God judgment. (Luke 4:17-20, Isaiah 61) He was then speaking of the beginning of His ministry, not the end of the world. Malachi spoke of both the beginning and the end of Jesus" work. There was first the purifying and then the judgment. The Jews had many sins either to be forgiven in Jesus or to face in judgment. They had (1) Practiced sorcerers, (2) Committed adulterers, (3) Been false sweaters, (4) Taken advantage of people that they hired to work, (5) Abused the widow, and the fatherless, (6) Refused to help strangers, and (7) Failed to fear God.

Verses 6-12
The sin of ingratitude -- Malachi 3:6-12 : The people did not see that they had any need to repent. Malachi moved to discuss in more details two specific sins of the Jews. The first was that they were robbing God with their giving. The people denied this, yet they were very guilty of this sin. When the people held back part of their giving or gave inferior products they were robbing God. Many are guilty of the same sin today. Ingratitude is an ugly sin that shows itself in our giving. The Jews had not given as they should so the entire land was under a curse. Christians today struggle with giving 10 % and the Jews likely gave from 20 to 25 % when you consider all their tithes and offerings. Let us remember that everything belongs to God and give as if we believed that! If we refuse to show our loyalty and faithfulness to God in our giving we will miss many blessings! Malachi even called upon the people to put God to the test and give and observe how blessed they would be.

Verses 13-15
The sin of speaking against God -- Malachi 3:13-15 : The Jews denied that they were doing anything wrong. This amounted to saying that God was making false charges against them. The attitude of these Jews was terrible. They felt that God was wrong in His dealings with them. They said very disrespectful things to God. They even denied that it is worthwhile to obey the will of God. God said,"Your words have been (insolent) harsh against Me," Says the LORD." These people thought that God owed them something for living under His law. They even said the arrogant were blessed by the Lord and that the wicked prospered. We do well to remember that God always looks at the hearts of those who come before Him.

Verses 16-18
The Book of remembrance -- Malachi 3:16-18 : The message of this chapter ends with God reminding the people that He would remember those who serve him in righteousness. This book of remembrance contains deeds of the Christian age. Christians are people that "Fear the Lord" and honor Him. Christians reverence the Lord, love Him and are devoted to His service. Those who fear the Lord and serve Him are set in contrast with the insolate and rebellious. Words of the righteous were words of faith and reverence. God remembers! Let us fear the Lord and think on His name. There are major differences between those who are saved and those who are not and God has a book of remembrance.

04 Chapter 4 
Introduction
The Work of John The Baptist
- Malachi Four -
The last words of the Old Testament pointed to the New Covenant and the coming Messiah who would bring redemption. The coming of the Christ to the earth had to do with the destruction of wickedness. Some wickedness will be destroyed by forgiveness of sins and sinners becoming new creatures in Christ. Paul wrote, "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new." (2 Corinthians 5:17) Other wickedness will be destroyed at the final judgment. John recorded these sobering words, "And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire." (Revelation 20:15) This little chapter looks at both the destruction of sin by forgiveness and by judgment.

Malachi 3:18 closed with the words, "Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not." The thought of this verse was that those under the New Covenant would have a much better understanding of right and wrong. They would live under the perfect law of liberty. James wrote, "But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed." (James 1:25) The people of Malachi"s day had so mixed good and evil that they could make no distinction between the two. The people said they were doing good when they were, in fact, doing evil. They wearied the Lord with this attitude. (Malachi 2:17) Malachi four begins with the word "for" or for this reason God would send his strict gospel and people would easily understand the distinction between right and wrong. Malachi wrote, "For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch." (Malachi 4:1)The Messiah would make salvation possible. But before his coming John the Baptist would come in the likeness of Elijah.

Verse 1
The Judgment is certain -- Malachi 4:1 : Judgment is coming but the righteous will be delivered. One of the main reasons why it is so important for people to obey the gospel is coming judgment. We read, "And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent: Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead." (Acts 17:30-31) The wicked will face a fiery and certain judgment. "But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death." (Revelation 21:8) The fiery judgment will be so complete that God said "it shall leave them neither root nor branch." John the Baptist taught this same idea of a burning fiery judgment when he said Jesus would baptize "with fire." He said, "I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire." (Matthew 3:11) "The day of judgment is certain to come. And it will be like a red-hot furnace with flames that burn proud and sinful people, as though they were straw." There will not be a branch or a root left. The All-Powerful God promised this judgment.

Verse 2-3
Redemption is possible -- Malachi 4:2-3 : Redemption is better than the healing rays of the sun. "But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. And ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I shall do this, saith the LORD of hosts." Those who fear the Lord and honor Him will have a glorious deliverance. Those who fear the Lord are those who hold Him in awe or reverence. They are faithful and obedient to the Lord. As the sun shines throughout the world the gospel of Christ is preached worldwide to bring healing to those who are lost in sin. Zecharias, the father of John the Baptist, referred to the Messiah as the "dayspring from on high" or the "sunrise." "And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; To give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of their sins, Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us, To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace." (Luke 1:76-79) God"s people (those freed from sin by the Messiah) go forth as fattened calves just released from the stall.

Verse 4
Remember the Law of Moses -- Malachi 4:4 : As the book of Malachi closed and as the Old Testament closed a final exhortation was given to the Jews to be obedient to the Law of God. The next law for the Jews and all creatures would be the New Covenant of our Lord Jesus Christ. God said, "Do not ever forget the laws and teachings I gave my servant Moses on Mount Sinai." The simple instruction is "obey the Word of God." People cannot disobey the Law of God and claim to be faithful to Him. How important is obedience to God? In the gospel of John we read, "If you love me, you will obey what I command." (John 14:15) You are never more like Jesus than when you are obeying the will of God. Knowing God, serving God and having a personal relationship with God is dependent upon our obedience to God. Obedience is not an optional matter if you wish to go to heaven. In your obedience you will be blessed, but as with all of God"s promises there is a prerequisite. You must obey!

Verse 5-6
John was to prepare the way for the Messiah -- Malachi 4:5-6 : The Lord promised to send the prophet Elijah before that great and terrible day came. He was to lead children and parents to love each other more so the land could be spared of doom. There is no doubt that this is a reference to John the Baptist. We read, "And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him. But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth. For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother"s womb. And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God. And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord." (Luke 1:12-17) People would be united under Christ. Malachi pointed to John who was to prepare the way for Jesus, "And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force. For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which was for to come." (Matthew 11:12-14) Let us be people of God who are prepared for our Lord"s second coming!

